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folalalel IN LIVING

‘Idol’ dad Eldrin Bell

dances in Justin’s shadow / e1

IN SPORTS

Tech superhero Hollings
lives up to tattoo / b1
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SCORES

Braves 5
Pirates 1

INSIDE TODAY

Workload
is heavy
for Congress

Lawmakers return
from their summer
break to deal with
Iraq, homeland
security, the budget
and a host of other
pressing issues. B8

An ‘appalled’
warning to Bush

Nelson Mandela
(below), South
Africa’s former
president, rebukes the
Bush administration
for threatening to
attack Iraq. A3

Politicians picnic
with Labor

Democratic
candidates, hoping to
boost their chances for
upcoming elections,
drop by the second
annual AFL-CIO
Labor Day picnic.
Metro, B1

Patrick Cuffy
starts new life

Patrick Cuffy, the
prosecution’s star
witness in the murder
trial of former DeKalb
Sheriff Sidney Dorsey,
will get a new identity
and a new life outside
the Southeast now
that he has been
released from jail.
Metro, B1

Radio exec
moves west
Longtime Atlanta

radio executive John
Hogan will move to

Big dreams for ragtag team

=

BRANT SANDERLIN / Staff

Georgia State University football player Otis Fraser explains the school really does have a team as

he tries to sell a season ticket to Yahteesha Lindsay, a senior who eventually bought one.

GSU football hopetuls
take ball and run with it

By MICHELLE HISKEY
mhiskey@ajc.com

Jim Wallace thought his
football career ended with his
last high school game seven
autumns ago. Then the old
passion stirred unexpectedly
last week after a class at Geor-
gia State University. A bunch
of big guys hollered and thrust
season tickets at him in the
main plaza.

A football team? At Georgia
State? Wallace didn’t want
tickets. He wanted to get on
the field. His school spirit
zoomed with the prospect of
getting more from GSU than
an English degree.

“I'just want to hit some-
body in the mouth and get
away with it,” said a grinning
Wallace, who at 6 feet 3 and
290 pounds played lineman for
Stockbridge High School.

backing from the university.
There are no scholarships for

RICH ADDICKS / Staff
No. 1, one day? A spirited intrasquad scrimmage at Panthers-
ville Stadium could be the seed that eventually grows into a
major college varsity team, some alumni believe.

the basketball misfits in “Hoo-
siers.”
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Vigilance
In Europe:
nine held

Dutch arrest eight
people on suspicion
of aiding terrorists;
man with gun
detained in Sweden.

FROM NEWS SERVICES

With the one-year anni-
versary of the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks on the United
States just days away,
authorities in two European
countries took action Mon-
day against nine men sus-
pected of terrorist activities.

The actions came as Con-
gress prepared to return to
Washington today to wres-
tle over the centerpiece of
Americans’ security effort:
the creation of a new
Homeland Security Depart-
ment staffed by 170,000 fed-
eral employees.

Monday’s arrests in
Europe also came a week
after federal grand juries in
Seattle and Detroit indicted
six men on charges of con-
spiring with al-Qaida.

The arrests could signal
heightened vigilance by
authorities as the anniver-
sary of the attacks
approaches.

In Rotterdam, Nether-
lands, Dutch prosecutors
said Monday that eight men
had been arrested on suspi-
cion of helping finance al-
Qaida and recruit fighters
for Osama bin Laden’s
network.

The men were detained
Friday in different parts of
the Netherlands, the
National Prosecutor’s Office
said. Their names were not
released.

Also Monday, a Swedish
man suspected of planning
to hijack an airliner was
ordered to remain in cus-

¥

BARRY WILLIAMS / Special
Charles Hines holds a photo
of his father, Anthony, pre-
sumed killed in the World
Trade Center attack.

Red Cross
fund aids
grieving
Georgia
families

By ALMA E. HILL
ahill@ajc.com

Nearly half a million dol-
lars has flowed from the
American Red Cross to a
handful of Georgia families
since the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks in New York and
Washington wreaked havoc
on their finances, lives and
mental health.

The attacks claimed mem-
bers of at least 60 Georgia
families. Seventeen of those

Alo Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2002 / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

911

REMEMBER

ABOUT
THE
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SUNDAY

» THE NEW
NORMAL: Two
families tell how
they've weath-
ered these 11
months.

MONDAY

>» THE
MILITARY:
Soldier-patriots
sacrifice for
their country.
TODAY

» SECURITY
An AJC poll
finds most
Georgians are
feeling less
secure than a
year ago.
WEDNESDAY
>» NEW
FACES: Immi-
grants live in
fear in a year of
mistrust and
reform. A spe-
cial Atlanta &
the World

THURSDAY

>» SCHOOLS
Georgia teach-
ers struggle to
teach children
about 9/11.
FRIDAY

» THE ARTS
How tragedy
has reshaped
TV, the visual
arts.

SATURDAY
>» WHERE
WAS GOD?
How 9/11 has
affected faith,
religion.

SEPT. 8

>» HEROES:
Americans
found new role
models that
Tuesday in fire-
fighters, police
and ordinary
folks who do
extraordinary
things.

VICTIM RELIEF

o making
up for loss,
but needs
can be met

» Continued from A1

fidential Liberty Fund roster,
an account the charity created
to funnel more than $988 mil-
lion in donations to the fami-
lies left behind.

As for those affected by any
disaster, the Red Cross pro-
tects privacy by not disclosing
names without consent. Two
of the families interviewed for
this article were located with
the agency’s help; names of the
others came from public sourc-
es.

Most of the families inter-
viewed readily discussed the
assistance they had received.

“I get more questions now
on how the money is being
used than how my family’s
doing. So much of this has
been turned into a financial
issue,” said Carolyn LaFrance
of McDonough.

Her brother, Alan LaFrance,
44, a free-lance audiovisual
technician, is presumed to
have died on the 106th or
107th floor of the World Trade
Center, where he was setting
up for a conference when the
planes hit.

But Barbara Spence of
Douglasville, who lost her hus-
band, Maynard, a consultant
with Marsh McLennan in New
York, declined to be inter-
viewed. Robin Gann of
Roswell, whose husband,
Michael C. Gann, worked in
risk management sales for
Toronto-based Algorithmics
and was last heard from while
attending a conference on the
106th floor, declined to discuss
her loss or the help she has
received from the Red Cross.

Donations pour in

The Red Cross took in more
donations for Sept. 11 victims
than any other charity in the
country. By October, $546 mil-
lion had poured in to the Lib-
erty Fund from around the
world. The giving public
assumed that every penny
would go to the victims’ survi-
Vvors.

ment to about 3,395 beneficia-
ries from the fund’s Family
Gift Program will be $121,000,
said Marsha Johnson Evans,
who replaced Healy in August.

Other relatives and people
who either live or work near
the attack sites are also eligible
for assistance, though substan-
tially less.

To date, the Red Cross has
opened 55,416 cases and dis-
bursed or committed $708 mil-
lion of the $988 million Liberty
Fund.

The remaining funds will be
used for long-term needs of
Sept. 11 victims, primarily for
grief and mental health coun-
seling.

Family members could need
assistance for years, says
Nancy Brockway, director of
disaster services for the local
Red Cross.

“We expect, coming up to
the anniversary and the weeks
following, that a lot of people
will have a whole range of
emotional issues,” Brockway
said.

Of the total Liberty Fund
contributions, $434,179 has
been given to the 17 Georgia
families who lost a relative
whose income they depended
on. Those who are eligible will
receive payments through the
end of the year or until they
reach the $121,000 cap.

A $45,000 lump sum toward
that amount will go to primary
beneficiaries within weeks.

In addition, Georgia rela-
tives who were not primary
beneficiaries received about
$50,000 from the Liberty Fund,
largely for travel to the attack
sites and to attend memorials.
Another $9,000 was used for
food and lodging for 78 inter-
national travelers who were
stranded at Hartsfield Interna-
tional Airport when air travel
was suspended following the
attacks.

“We didn’t depend on Alan
financially,” said LaFrance, a
40-year-old telecommunica-
tions engineer. “But things like
getting home to New York and

W.A. BRIDGES JR. / Staff

Cindy Taylor’s 49-year-old brother, Vernon Cherry, who was a firefighter, died in the World Trade Cen-
ter. “I still feel close to him. Physically, he’s gone, but spiritually, he’s right there,” Taylor said.

BEN GRAY / Staff
Betty Dingle (above) lost her
son Jeffrey (top), 32, on
Sept. 11. In March, after a
heart attack, she resolved to
place her trust in God and
has since found peace.

The Robin Hood Founda-
tion in New York sent White
$10,000. Cantor Fitzgerald,
which lost about 700 of its
1,000 employees in the attacks,
sends him $2,000 to $4,000 a

White expects a $45,000
check from the Red Cross any
day. He will share it with his
ex-wife, Adam’s mother.

Betty Dingle, 61, a Tucker
retiree, hasn’t received as
much charitable aid because
her son left a widow and chil-
dren.

She used to rely on the $700
to $800 that her 32-year-old
son, Jeffrey Dingle, would send
from New York each month to
supplement her pension. He
died while attending a confer-
ence on the 106th floor of the
north tower.

The loss of her youngest
child, a financial analyst for
Encompys in New York, was
more than Dingle could bear.
She suffered a heart attack in
March, which she attributes to
a combination of anxiety,
stress and grief.

“I've grown to understand
what happened. He would
want me not to worry,” Dingle
said. “But when you have
someone you've loved and nur-
tured for 32 years all of a sud-
den wiped away from you, it’s
hard.”

Jeffrey Dingle was married
with two young children, mak-
ing his widow, Nicole, the pri-
mary beneficiary of charitable
aid. Nicole Dingle has applied
for the $45,000 gift from the
Red Cross.

Betty Dingle has received
more than $4,800 from the Red
Cross, and the charity pays for
weekly counseling.

“No financial gift could
replace or restore what I lost,
my son,” Dingle said, “but the
God that I serve will make a
way for me.”

Trauma shows itself

Like Carolyn LaFrance,
Cindy Taylor of Mableton

didn’t think I did. But when I
went to New York, I couldn’t
cross the Brooklyn Bridge or
go downtown,” she said.
LaFrance will return to New
York next month, also with the
help of the Red Cross. The
agency gave her about $150
when she drove up right after
the attacks. When she goes
next week for the first anniver-
sary, she and her son will ride
Amtrak in a sleeper car
because she doesn’t want to fly.

Flying in from Ireland

Joseph Dowling’s niece,
Mary Yolanda Dowling, an
administrative secretary, didn’t
even have to go to work on
Sept. 11. But she went to her
92nd-floor office at Aon Corp.
in the south tower to clean off
her desk. She had resigned,
effective Sept. 12.

Her uncle, who lives in
Atlanta, learned later from
media reports that his 46-year-
old niece was last seen holding
a door, directing people down a
stairway during the chaos.

Joseph Dowling did not seek
any assistance from the Red
Cross. However, the Justice
Department flew Dowling and
his wife, Betty, to New York in
November for a memorial ser-
vice and paid the expenses of
Dowling’s son, who lives in
Belfast, Northern Ireland.

The Irish Red Cross paid the
airfare and hotel expenses of
five other Dowling family
members, who also live in Ire-
land.

Coping with grief
Charles Hines, a 32-year-old
stockbroker who lives in Mari-
etta, is still coming to grips
with his father’s death.
Anthony Hines, a Florida
retiree, was in New York, pre-
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